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o Parent perspectives offen diffr from traditionsl
scientifc/professional ones and frequently invoke spirtal,
moral,or pessonl nterprecations.

© The understanding of patients’ cultue, references, vlucs,
and worldview is an gl par of evidence-based prictce

o Parens aritudes and responses to having a child dagnosed
with ASD will gide their scarch of professional help and
use of serviees

o This knensledige s crucial in the design and developmentof
public polices for sreening,diagnosi and general access

AIMS

Eplore parcors' attitodes towaed the process of atsining a
disgnonis of autism spectrumn disorder for their hildecnin a
sample of Venezuchn cargivers.

METHODS

o Sample: 20 Venezuclan pisents of children berseeen 5 and
10 years of age with a diagnosis of ASD were interviewed.
Parents were recrited via key nformantsa¢ special schools,
child development centers, and helth clinics.

 Primary inclusion eriteria - having a child who was alrcady
identiied s mecting citeri for ASD. Disgnoscs had been
given by pedisricians, localclinical pychologists, and special
ducators using standard DSM-based escri,

© Instrument: a semi.steucrured qualitive interview which
was validated by cxperts,

 Sessions were audio recorded and trsscrbed. Towo,
rescachers coded transcripts, and data were analyzed wing
themaic analysis (phenomenological approsch).

& The rescarch was embedded in s lrger project on ASD in
Venczucla

Parents’ attitudes toward the process of attaining a diagno

spectrum disorder for their children

“The data was analyzed by deconsteueting the Auiude coneeptinto.

itsthrce componcats:

1) parents’ thoughts shout disgnosic and the professionals
involved inthe diagnosis,

2) parents’ behaviors related o diagnosic,family and self and

3 parenis’ emotions abou disgnostc and scl.
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ONCLUSION:

o Parears expressed ambivalent atttudes with both positive and
ncgative thoughts, emorons and behaviors rlred to
acceptance,decision making, sarching professional help for the
mental healih of their chilen.

o Themes that emerge:

& Concerns abou the costs of serviees, aallability o services,

 Organization of time,

© Concerns about the furure of ther hild

o Acceptance and supportfrom extended family

o Sadness and Fear a prevailing emotions when confronied
“with the diagnosi of Autis.

 Their lived expericnces about knowing of thei child
i, idenify i s defear,unceeain and somerhing
unforunae.

© Resultscontribute to understanding how parents’aitudes
toward the process of acaining a diggnosis of ASD for their
ehildzen ae relaced o the avalbily of scevics, inancial
buden, and support from family.

© Practce implicaions:improve psychological suppor f by
ealth care providers to mitigte familystress and isolsion.

© These resuls have important implicaions for future work
with Hispanic familis and supporting the n the process of
identificaton and disgnosis of ASD of one of their
members





